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Anyone with an 

interest in flying 

should spend a few 

moments at a web 

site called (I am not 

making this up) 

WillFlyForFood.cc.  

It includes, among 

much other useful 

information, detailed 

schedules of the 

threadbare pittances 

that aspiring pilots 

can expect to earn 

should they be so 

lucky as actually to 

sign on with the 

airlines.  Regular 

viewers of the site 

may fear that we in 

the unmanned-

aircraft business are 

dreaming up yet 

more ways to darken 

their often bleak 

earnings prospects, 

but I can assure them 

that the shoe is in 

fact firmly on the other foot.  If only they didnôt insist on being so ruthlessly cheap, life would be 

much easier for us struggling robotics entrepreneurs! 

I make this point to contrast with comments that one hears from time to time suggesting that our 

biggest problem is regulation, or even a lack of regulation.  A 2004 paper from the European 

Joint Aviation Authorities is not atypical in asserting the ñrecognised need for é regulations of 

civil Unmanned Air Vehiclesò, lack of which ñé is seen as a major obstacle to further 

development of é UAV applications.ò (JAA 2004)   I have variously led or been involved in 

 

Figure 1.  Offshore weather reconnaissance is one application in 

which robotic aircraft can excel.  The payload involved is small, so 

the job can be done by aircraft much smaller and less expensive than 

would be necessary if a crew had to be carried onboard.  Workload is 

sufficiently small that one operator can monitor many aircraft 

simultaneously.  The market can be large enough to justify 

investment.  Furthermore, the areas to be monitored have sparse air 

and surface traffic, so high safety can be achieved without high 

reliability (cf. Figure 2), and associated high costs for design and 

certification.  Formative businesses in civil robotic aircraft are likely 

to depend on applications of this kind, but they can develop only if 

not precluded by proscriptive regulation. 
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